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WUGH JOSEPH NEBSUIER 


VX23821, PRIVATE HUGH JOSEPH WEBSTER, 2/22nd Battalion, D Company, boing 
duly svorn, statcs;- 


T om VxX23621, private Huch Joseph “ebster, 2/22nd tattalion, D Company. 


T went to RABAUL with the 2/22 Rattalion and wus there tili after the 
Japancse landing, 


ifter the Japanese landing the Company retired into tho bush and I 
vent with it, and T made my way dam to the South Coast with other maubers 
a the RPattalion, 


"@ arrived in the vicinity of TOL about Fohruary the 3rd, in tho late 
afternoon, There wore ocisht in ovr party, ali of the 2/22, 


Mm arrival at TOL we set about trying to get some food. Ye got a 
sheep and a bit of corn anc cocked it. Yeo slept the night in a native hut 
in the TOL Plantation. There were sight of us in tho but. 


xt morning wo ate for breukfust what yvood was left from the night 
before, and lay down again. There was « river chead, and ve were trying to 
orgenise a crossing of the river. fthile we were lying on the bunks there 
was @ bit of a comction outside, We wont out to have a look and looked out 
to see and could sec saipaus out in the Faye we packed all our stuff in a 
hurry and went into the buch againe On the way to tho bush ve heard a type o; 
mortar firing. ‘Ye slept in the bush on the night of the lth, 


In the morning, it was our idea that the Japs would not stay long, so 
we posted tivo sentrics to tatch the Japs at the native huts. Tho sentrics 
cane rushing back and said a Japanese patrol was coming upe The patrol 
surrcunded us and took us prisoners. fo had picked up three more men by 
this time and vere a party of eleven, and the only arms in the party was 
a revolver curricd by Cpl. Walker, Tho Japs surrauided us and took us 
risoner at about © or 10 in the morning. Thoy made a search of the surround. 
‘ing; bush to sce if there wore any more and then took us to Japanese heade 
jquertors at WAITAVLO, 


Thero was only our party at the Japanese headquarter: at W.ITAVLO at 
the time. There they gave us tivo shoets of pauper. veo had to sign our names 
and numbers tiice, They took our identification dises from us and also all 
our personal belongings, Then they ticd our hands behind our backs with 

ope and marched us just up behind ATTAVLO House, about 200 yards. There 
vas 4 big group of Japanese at the Neadquarters, cleaning machine guns and 
rifles and doing odd jobs and tho Japenese that went with us behind WAITAVLO 
ae numbered between 20 and 30. 


There was a bit of cliff and they lined us up along that. They would 
ot let us face ther, we were not linked to,ether, They then opened on us 
with rifles and light machine ~uns, I was wounded in the arm and side and 
ee Gown and lost consciousnoss, 
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Ho, webster. (cont. ) 


I eventually recovorod coneci nese, and the Japs had Gone. Mm 
recovering consciousness, I definitely sav the othor ten of iy motes lying 
there on the sround. TI examined them and found that private yalkley was still 
alive. I got him to his foot end he and I wont down into a bit of a gully. 

*%o were there for about three days, we then decided to set off, and we 

went through tho thick bush. ‘/alkloy was in pretty bad condition, I was 
JOing ahoac and missed him, I came back to find him, sang out and looked for 
hina, but I was not able to find him at all end I thought he must have died in 
the wush.e 


I then went on by myself, While going on by myself I had only gone a 
short distance when I came on a number of bedics of other victims. I could 
not say definitely the nunber but, on a rough estimate, there would be about 
eight or nine. They were covorcd with coconut fronas, They were definitely 
Australian troops. I dic not see then cufficiently to identify then. 


I was oventually picked up by a party with Col. Scanlon and ultinately 
cane out on the south coust with Major Palmer and Major Given. I made a quick 
recovory from my bullet vounds. 


I did not seo anything which might havo givon the Japanese any ground 
for attack on our party. We vero an unurmed party as far as they were con» 
cerned, yo evon threw away the revolver before thoy care upe 

There was a Japanese officor who spoke Imglish, I did not see any 
officer with them dressec in Australian uniform, Thore were local natives 
working for the Japanese at the hcadquartors,. 


I have given the names of my party to Records, 


The evidence is reid cver to the witness, 


(Sede) HUGI J. YWERSTER. 


ertified truce copy. 
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\ustralian Military Forces, 
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